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Circle the letter of the best answer to each question below.

1. Why would a scientist measure the amount of carbon-14 a fossil contains?
a. to find out whether the fossil is authentic
b. to find out where the fossil was found
¢. to find out what the fossil is made of

d. to find out how old the fossil is

2. By examining the types of plant life found in the tar pits, scientists learned that during the last Ice
Age, the climate in Los Angeles was

a. very different than it is today.
b. exactly the same as it is today.
¢. cooler and moister than it is today.

d. hotter and drier than it is today.

Write your answers on the lines below.

3. Explain how animals became trapped in the La Brea Tar Pits.

4. Why is it helpful for scientists to study a wide variety of fossils, including microfossils?

5. What are two common tools that scientists use when cleaning fossils?

6. What sorts of comparisons do scientists make when they are trying to identify new fossils?

7. Why do you think it is important for scientists to identify, label, and catalog the specimens they
find?
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